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Synopsis

Comparative analyses of the anatomy, reproductive physiology, and behaviour of extant primates
and other mammals can offer important insights into the origins of human sexual behaviour,
allowing us to reconstruct the origins of human mating systems, the evolution of sexual
attractiveness, patterns of mate choice, and copulatory behaviour. Sexual Selection and the Origins
of Human Mating Systems provides a modern synthesis of research on the evolution of human
mating systems, bringing together work on reproductive physiology, behavioural biology,
anthropology, primatology, palaeontology, evolutionary psychology, and sexological research. The
approach taken is genuinely cross-disciplinary in scope, and provides a fascinating account of the

effects of sexual selection upon human evolution in the light of the latest advances in the field.
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Customer Reviews

this data-rich book, which takes a unique approach to heavily trodden subjects, should be
recommended reading for all those interested in an evidence-basedapproach to the study of the
evolutionary origins of human sexuality. * Paul L. Vasey and Deanna L. Forrester, Archives of

Sexual Behavior * Provides an invaluable analysis of cross-species research. * Primate Eye *

Alan Dixson was educated in England at the University of Nottingham, where he obtained a BSc in
Zoology (1970) and at the University of Birmingham Medical School, where he was awarded a PhD

(1973) and a DSc in Biological Sciences (1993). His research has involved comparative studies of



reproductive biology and the evolution of sexuality in primates and in other mammals. He has held
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